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President's Colain 
By Jeff Clereland 

Bello everybody! I'd like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone on last year’s Uecutive Coni t tee for their 
efforts this past year. The ex conn did a fantastic Job 
running the club last year, and I hope the aen ei con can do 
as veil this year. 

1 would also like to thank Charlie and Slennel fullian 
for hosting the PACK picnic. Thank you, thank you, thank 
you!!! The veather vas fantastic, and everyone had a good 
tile eating, seining, socialising and playing volleyball. 

(So what if I can't serve? ) 

At the picnic, Chester Barks asked ne shat I planned to 
do for the club in the next year while I an president. Before 
I can ansser that, I need to knot tso things: Vho are se and 
shere do m. vast to go in the sent year? The deb is for 
you, the nenhers, so I sill oaly do that yon east ne to do. 

Tor this reason, I an preparing a mber snrvey. All 
nenbers present at the next business nee ting till take the 
aurvey, so I can get a feel for nhat yon nant the dob to do 
and hoe it can sene yon better. 

I can say that I toald like to see nenbers learn lore 
about their nachines, and con pc ter science in general. 
Hopefully se can help the beginning users beeone interaediate 
users, and intermediate users beeone advanced users. 

So cose to the July business nesting ready to conplain 
and suggest, so ne can aake the club better for you. (For 
those who have aodens: If yon don’t get to take the survey, I 
hope to have the quest! out ire on the IBS. I will leave 
everyone a nessage shea it is up.) 
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TREASURERS BIPOET 

As of Jane 21, 1987 NCI lit 1391.91 in the bank. he 
still have to pay for the raffle tickets, at a cost of (13.24. 
There are soie other eipeasea that hare to be paid out of the 
treasury, i.e. bulk sailing periit for Jane, BBS phone bill, 
staips, and refreshients for the picnic. 1 think that the 
treasury is in pretty good shape for this tine of year. He 
hare quite a fee metals that should cose through in the next 
couple of months thich till bolster the treasury. 

One of the things that se do lith the treasury is to 
provide the seibers and other clubs tith our fine netsletter. 
it this tiie our netsletter is better than it ever has been. 
Boterer, the cost of copying the netsletter Is rising each 
■onth, 1 called several printers in the area abont having the 
netsletter professionally printed. The cost figures I tas 
quoted sere betieen (90.00 and (100,00 per lonth. The cost of 
■ailing it are in addition to this printing cost. 

Our netsletter editor has been kind enough to provide us 
with the printing services, as he otns a copy aachina. Joe 
Cullen not only puts together the copy, but also uses his tiie 
and lachlne to copy the laster 2004 tiies, fold it up, staple 
it together, and sail it out. If te provide the printers tith 
the waster they till print it, fold and staple it and then te 
till sail it, the printer charging us (80.004 for his 
services. 

The reason I ai bringing this up is because te till have 
to pay tore for the netsletter so latter if te continue to 
have the copying done by Hr. Cullen or take the aaster to a 
professional printer. Hr. Cullea asst be reimbursed for the 
real expense of copying the netsletter. He have been paying 
hii (is. 00 per aonth, but this is proving insufficient. The 
Executive Conittee has voted to increase the aiount te pay 
Joe to (30.00 per ion tb is an effort to bring the real cost 
and actual payients back in line. He thank Joe for sot 
charging U3 for his tiie, only the saterials he uses. This is 
a big savings for the club. 

I bare been torkisg tith Joe Cullen to try to update our 
■ailing list. 1 have compiled a list of leibershlps that have 
expired. If your saie is listed helot you need to renet your 
■eibership as soon as possible. Reieiber, if your seibership 
is 2 tenths overdue you till he dropped froi our tailing list. 

Since the past-due leiberships have not been In the 
netsletter for a fet sooths the editor and 1 m give you an 
extra fet days to renet. So, renet your leibership! Tour 
eipiration date can be found on your sailing label on this 
netsletter. 

IEBBERSIIPS I1PIBID III HAT 1981 


Eimt, CHRIS 
BRADLEY, BOBER? 
DEFBILL1PI, T1IITTE I DAI 
ELLIS, BIBIARD 
E1SHBEII, STEYE 
HER HUG, HIT 
10STIB, DATE 
LDFE, ROIALD G. 

BATERIA, AL 

BOODY, 81 CHARD I ARITA 
POHSLL, HILLIAB 
PRIOR, ED 
SH1CIER, STEYR 
TALCOTT, BOIL 


HEHBERSRIFS I3P1IID IB JOBE 1987 

BRQHH, STEYE 
CLEYELABD, JEFF 
EALEEBBAB, J.J. 

GRAHAB, DAYID G. 

HALSEY, HALTER !. 

HARE, GEORGE 
HH1STED, BOGH 

Bike Earn 
Treasurer 


HIIT3RG HIBOTES: 

Here are soie of the things te have been doing and 
talking about (and talking about doing) at June's teetings. 

Business fleeting, JOBE 18, 87-This leeting tas nearly all 
business. Approximately 25 leibers and 4 visitors tere is 
attendance . 

- Elections for 198T-88 tere coipleted, for that they tere, 
and the results tere: 

President - Jeff Cleveland 
Y. P. (8-hit) - Shannon Hendrii 
Y. F. (16 Bit) - Haria Campbell 
Treasurer - Bike Eaxxl 
Secretary - Yacant 

I’m helping in as PACE Secretary until soieone else coaes 

along. 

- Raffle rules tere explained and over half of the 1000 
raffle tickets tere distributed. 

- The picnic instructions tere read over once again and it 
seeied everyone kaet that to do and there to go. (Today's the 
day so 1 guess we'll knot). 

HCOfll BIETIBG, June 23, 87 

The EiCoii leeting m held at PACE President Cleveland's 
boae around 8:15pi. Beabers present Included Lynn Chapnan, 

Bike Earn, Joe Cullen, and Dave Eoster. Topics discussed 
sere: 

Betsletter: (See Treasurer’s Report) 

- Hike and I tere contacted by Buck Radrey of the STATDS 
ATARI users group in Virginia Beach about the possibility of 
of the tio group cooperating on the publication of 
newsletters . Lets hear your suggestion. 

- There tas discussion regarding the disposition of our 
Betsletter Exchange neisletters. 

The older neisletters till be brought to the meetings and 
■eabers should go through thei and see chat Is happening 
elsetbere in Atari world. 

The ‘Special* neisletters till be lsdexed and a listing 
supplied to club leibers. Eroi the listing the members can ask 
for a lerox copy of any article. (Siall charge say be asked) 

APPOIITBIBTS: Filling appointed positions tas discussed, 
you are Interested, contact a member of the EiComm. Positions 
must be filled soon. The positions seeded to he filled are 
Secretary, Actual and Assistant Librarian for 8 and 18 bit 
software, I and 16 bit PACI STSOP for tbe ODDI/PACI balletic 
board, aid Assistant BL Editor. Joe Cellen is continuing as 
PACE HORLD Editor. 


HEET1RGS: ieeting topics and organisation sere discussed. 
The feature topics for the neit three leetings sill be: 

JDLT - User survey to finally pin down once-and-for-all 
shat PICK rants to do on its suiter vacation. 

AUGUST - Quick and dirty revies of programing languages, 

" r the beginning and interaediate user. 

SEPTEHBER - Best of the ST, to date. He pot the best ST 
software through sringer and see shat corns out! (BAFFLE BAT 
if se don't sell out sooner!) 

- laie tag discipline sill be enforced at coiing leetings, 
be sure to bring yours (and for your own benefit, leave it 
uith ns as you go!), Those not Bearing their naie tag sill 
receive a severe rolling-eyeballs-at and could perhaps even 
suffer the dreaded glased-look-with-slight-head-shake, Bike 
Fasxi should be contacted if you have naietag problem. 

- Lynn reiinded everyone don't forget to reieiber to ipeat 
the lab equipment like it «as soieone elses, which of course 
it is! And keep an eye on those stall children, te don't vast 
thei hurt! 

Binutes respectfully subiitted by: :dave koster 

PIC1IC FDS! 

Hot sun, cool rater , iced tea, frisbee, steaks on a open 
grill, speedboats on the Haipton Hirer, stinging under the 
pecan tree, pool dunks, killer volleyball, old-style 
relaxation. 

Bait, let is guess! Can 1 buy a vowel? I'll solve the 
puasle: PACE PICRIC! 

Be had a treiendous tiie, thanks to Charlie and Glennel 
Julian, Hot Sinclair, and all the PACE leibers sho cam out on 
tinny Sunday afternoon, The ssather and the setting »ere 
;y fabulous. The only drawback to the entire day sas that 
■ore leibers weren't around to enjoy it, In any case, se re 
getting lore experienced at running these things , and 
eventually we' 11 find the perfect day ABB setting ABB have 
everyone show up. Op until then, like this picnic, tso outta 
three ain't so bad! 

Once again, our thanks to the Fullian and Sinclair 
faiiliies for putting up with the whole group, and to everyone 
else sho contributed to fun. 

Rob, let's see, about the PACE Autnin Celebration.... 

dave koster 

Beyond the Basics 
By Jeff Cleveland 

Decision Baklan in Action! 

Action! uses the saie IF.. THAI statemnt that BASIC usea, 
but adds soie additional features to lake it acre flexible. 

Because Actios! does not use line embers, a deliiiteris 
used to close an 1F..TEIR stateient. Just like the end mrk 
of a BO loop, the end aark for IF.. TUB is FI. 

The following exaiple reads the joystick to see if it is 
reseed. 

Exaiple 1. 1F..TBIR in Action! 

IF STICI[0)<>15 THIS 
PEIBTEC JOTSTICI PRESSED’) 

FI 


The sise of the code in between the TBEH and the FI can 
be as large as needed. The lack of line nuibers in Action! 
source program allows a long IF..TBBB construct to be neater 
and easier to read than BASIC, since BASIC is liiited by the 
line length of the standard Atari Screen Editor. (This 
imitation can be be avoided by using GOTOs, but this lakes a 
BASIC prograi harder to trace.) 

Action! adds one instruction to 1F..TIIB that was left 
out of Atari BASIC: ELSE. An ELSE stateient allows a second 
choice in an 1F..TEEI construction, If the condiional 
expression -- the stateient betieen IF and TBIB (i.e. the 
STICK(0) < >15 in the above exaiple is a conditional expression) 
— is true, then the instructions following the THIS are 
executed . If the conditional stateient is false, then the code 
following the ELSE is executed. 

Exaiple l. IF.. THEE with ELSE 

IF STICI(0)<>15 TBIB 
PBIITIC JOTSTICI PRESSED") 

ELSE 

PRIRTBC JOTSTICI EOT PBISSEB") 

FI 

Look at the exaiple. If STIC1(0) does not equal lb, then 
’JOTSTICI PRESSED' sill be printed. However, the ELSE will 
autoiatically be skipped. If ST1CE(0) equals lb, then the 
code block following the ELSE is executed and ‘JOTSTICI EOT 
PRESSED’ is printed. All code blocks between an IF..TBEB and 
an ELSE or between two ELSEa always terminate at the FI that 
closes the structure. 

Hiring ELSE and IF. .THEE 

Any instruction lay follow an ELSE, Including an 
IF.. THEE. If an IF follois ELSE in the saie construction, 
then the ELSE and the IF are coibined to fori ILSE1F. ELSEIF 
allots lore than two options in the saie IF.. THEE. This 
instruction can be useful for testing user input fro* a ienn 

or looking for a number. 

Exaiple 3. ELSEIF 
PBOC TESTCBEO 

BITE Cl ;save rooi for a character 

PRIHTf "IBTER A CHARACTER) - ) 

Ci=GITD(0) ;get a character from 
- the screen editor 

; the ' syibol returns the atascii 
;code of the letter that follows it 

IF CB>-'A ABB CB<-'I THEI 
PRIETECIT IS DPPEB CASE") 

ELSEIF CH>-'a ABB CHc'i THEE 
PRIETECIT IS LOWER CASE’) 

ELSEIF CB>='0 ARB CBc'9 TBEE 
PRIETECIT IS A RUBBER') 

ELSE 

PRIETECIT IS P0RCTUATIOB') 

PRIRTiCOR A CORTROL CHARACTER') 

FI 


RETURN 


San the above exaiple several tiies, each tlae eateries a 
different character type. Hatch the output, Rotiee that 
after a print has been done, execution continues at the FI 
just like an ELSE. 

In soie cases you ear need to put an IF.. TIER inside 
another IF.. TIER. Placing a structure Inside another is 
called nesting, and is persitted by Action!. (le'll look sore 
into nesting next aonth.) 

Exaiple 4. Resting IF.. TREE 

CB=GIT5(0) ;get a character 
IF CH>128 THEE 

nnnrimur) 

ELSE 

IF CH>:'i ARB CH <--'l THEE 
PHIRTEt ‘CAPS') 

FI 

FI 

Rext Month ... 

As usual I've run cut of tise and space before finishing 
shat I wasted to cover. Rext aostb we'll do subtraction In 
assenbly and nesting Action! stateients. Space permitting, 
we'll also take a look at programing netfaodology for assenbly 
and Action!. 

LEARIRG CAR BE FDR! 

Hell bere 1 an again. Beady and silling to sbos you bos 
learning can be fun. Last aonth I started sith drill and 
practice prograaa and told you shat they sere and save you a 
fee exaiples of soie of thei. This sonth I sill tell you a 
little about siialations. 

Iiaglne... your nblp was caugbt In a disastrous stori and 
sas driven aground, wrecked off the coast of a deserted 
island. Tou bare only linates (not boars) to gather your 
faally, salvage shat you can , aid then get safely to shore. 
And then shat (sho knoss ). Whether you are a seaber of the 
Sslsa faiilj Eobinson or a space pioneer, sisulation software 
is the next best thing to being there. Siiclatlon softsare 
allows the user to experience sorlds that aren't otherwise 
available. The paraieters that control the action can be 
■anipulated by the user, asking this a tore flexible fori of 
softsare than drill and practice. Simulation are based on the 
discovery aethod of learning. Thil can result In better 
understanding of the concepts presented 

Siiulatlons are fun and grosisg in popularity. They are 
Ideal for the child sho sants to play the saie sliulation over 
and over because the actios is rarely, If ever, repeated in 
the saie say. 

Hell I think that sill have to do iitil next aonth, 
because 1 sant to tell you about tio educational program that 
could corn in bandy. 

PIECE OF CAIE HATE 

Coie visit a bakery... a aagical bakery sbere children 
learn to add subtract, aultiply and divide, dust keep count of 
the tasty cakes as they coie out of the oven and are sold to 
custoaers. Tou have to sork fast to catch a cake before it 
falls splat on the floor. If you bare trouble, the bakers sill 
help you and explain bos to do it. These gases are a lot of 
fun and the bakers can teach you important satb skills! After 
all, lath is a piece of cake. [ I really like tkat last 
sentence.) 


These are aultiple skill level gaies for ages 7-13, Of 
course they can also be used those gifted children sho can not 
salt until seven to use tbeir aath facts. Tbe children are 
lead through progressively lore difficult lathenatical 
concepts. All possible aatheaatlcal coibinations are provided 
in each shill level. They lust retain in a nkill level until 
they have mastered the appropriate satheiatical concepts. 

Suggestions are included to help you extend your child's 
learning both on and off the computer. The best part of all is 
that Springboard giveB a 30 day guarantee. If, sithin 30 days 
of the date of purchase, you decide this softsare is not 
helping your child's understanding of natheiatical concepts, 
they sill give you your aoney back, lot bad! ( Obey gang that 
leans you aust at least use it first.) 

RASTER TTPE 

This prograa is for anyone sho sants to learn to type and 
yet sants a fun say to do it. It is a fun-filled gme that 
lets you save the universe sbile you practice typing. Itn ease 
of use and effectiveness have aade it one of tbe bent selling 
typing progran on tbe aarket. 

The Raster Type is a poserful wizard sho uses laser-like 
Force to defend your Conand Ship, which is stationed at the 
center of the screes. At the beginning of conbat eneiy word 
stations will appear in tbe far corners and lnediately begin 
hurling liasiles at your ship. Tou suBt destroy the words 
before they destroy you. 

Tou direct tbe HasterType 's force by typing one of the 
four words. Each tine you successfully type a word, tbe 
HasterType zaps a blast of energy toward tbe lord, exploding 
any nissile in its path. But In order to successfully work 
sith toe Basterfype, you sill have to learn nos to type. 

The nanual is easy to read and even easier to folios. 
HasterType contains 18 typing lessons and even includes a 
flexible lesson systei that allows you to creat custoi gaies 
for your own special needB. 

Let's face it good keyboard skills are essential to word 
processing and programing, and are invaluable when you use a 
spread sheet or filing systei. Ives though you night feel your 
child is not ready for soie of these skills now, It is never 
too early to teach these skills. Tour child will start using 

the conputer when he enters school so let's give hla a bead 

start. 

Since I do not have all of these typing skills, I think I 
will stop here and go practice soie tore. Haybe soieday 
(before next aonth) I will at least be typing 80 words per 
alnute. {I lust be dreaning) 

I ai still looking for good education prograis so think 
about giving ae a call (827-8094). Bo not worry about hot old 

the prograis light be because soie of those old ones were 

really great. Tou don't even bate to tell ae how to find it. I 
have ways of finding things that other people thought were no 
longer around. So corn on PICE HP THAT PHQRI give ne a call, 
and if you do not want to call why sot tell ae about It in the 
next newsletter. That's one sure way of taking sure I get the 
nessage. Soie of you wight even have prograis you have written 
that could he shared. I would really like that because I would 
be saving noney. 

Georgia Scott 


COHHHTAFT 


mm 


The documentation for Sappy ' s levision 7.10 defends the 
i position that their enhasceient is designed for archival 
purposes and, unlike copy programs each as Backup laster, 
Chipmunk or the Skunk, a Sappy copy is absolutely identical to 
the original. 

If this is the case one lust assuie that Sappy's PDB 
(pre-def iaed backup) is a rewrite of the original material 
that the Sappy enhancement cannot copy, although l'i not 
convinced this is always the case. I took ay original copy of 
Bagniprint lit and used the PDB back-up file. The copy loads 
easier and faster than the original, which should not be the 
ease if the copy is identical to the original! 

Backup Baster, Chipinnk and the Skunk are ‘parameter* 
copiers and go a step further than Sappy by re -writing the 
original prograa sith nes instructions that by-pasB the 
protection in the prograa. Coaiodore programs have long been 
copied using similar parameter copies because of a lack of 
hardware similar to a Happy Enhancement. 

Shat I found Interesting in the Bappy ‘defense* of the 
product mas that the Happy copy, while satisfactory for 
archival purposes, Is useless If the prograa is to be 
transferred to a Hard Disk, but a program ‘broken* with a 
parameter copier can be used with such devices because the 
protection has been removed. 

If one is to consider strictly legitimate uses of copied 
software, my thinking is that there is more justification in a 
-'ai that makes the material capable of additional use, 
i r than a direct copy of the author's material. 

Being able to amend Atarisriterv for a Hard Drive or for 
use with a different DOS or adding a ramdisk by breaking the 
protection is, to me, more legitimate than having a simple 
straight copy. 

There are, incidentally, few products which can be copied 
so that a 'duplicate* is available in the event of a problem 
with tbe original. One can make a copy of a tape (audio or 
video) for such purposes although the copy is not of the same 
quality of the original, unlike the computer program which 
suffers no quality loss from the original. 

There is so question it is illegal to copy a program for 
re-sale or even give to a friend - but there remains a 
question of the legality of waking an archival copy. Some 
authors say go ahead and make your back-up copy but others do 
sot, leaving the question for the reader - if the author 
protects the program is there a justifiable reason to make a 
copy 

BORE COHHIHT 

In last month's newsletter I vrote about the tso letters 
I had sent to Antic recently, discussing the magazine's 
editorial on tbe Ressroom and an article on printer programs. 
I ”*8 pleased to get a reply from editor Bat Triedland late in 
In which he suggested 1 submit a complete revies on the 
K.* Station System. 


While fee Items vere as seriously awaited as Happy's 
Revision 7 released after many, many months of delay, the nes 
Revision 7.10 has already been released. 

Tor those with the Happy Enhancement is their disk 
drives, Revision 7.10 offers a let more FDB files for archival 
copies of some software, but the most interesting part of 7.10 
is a program that converts IBB and Atari teit files. This part 
of the program sill be covered more fully in a later revies. 

Some changes sere made to the Happy aector copier, 
aLlosing sector copieB of enhanced density material, and a 
change in the program permitting the sector copy to continue 
after encountering an error. 

Also, Revision T.10 sill recognise some of the 2561 
computer upgrades, such as the Resell upgrade. 

Steve fishbein 

BICBOTLTTE J0TST1CI 

Last summer I ordered the licroflyte Joystick for my 
Commodore computer and sas under the impression the same stick 
would not sort slth the Atari version of the prograi. 

I wanted to order a driver for another prograi and when I 
called Hicrocube I learned that the stick would also sork slth 
my Atari, sith the possibility that some re-calibration BIGHT 
be needed, which could be accomplished sith the nesly released 
re-calibration disks. 

I immediately ordered the re-calibration disks ($4.95 
each) as sell as a driver ior the Atari. In my haste to try 
out the stick on the Atari I managed to break off one sire and 
destroy one of the 'pots* on the 'giibel,* making the stick 
useless sith either computer. 

I then packed the stick sith a note to Hicrocube and 
mailed it. While at this point you might be eipecting some 
kind of ‘horror story,* this sas far from the case. 

Rise days after sending the stick in I got it back slth a 
note that since it sas as older model they had done a complete 
refurbish, including replacing the stick mechanism sith a nes 
one. The total cost for the very quick and very excellent 
repair came to 05, including shipping. Hicrocube is a company 
sith policies fully in line sith the superb quality of tbeir 
product. 

Tbis time, being much more careful, I attempted to 
re-callbrate the stick for the Atari, ignoring the 
instructions, only to eventually discover that the stick could 
re-calibrate itself to the computer through the software. 

The Hicroflyte Joystick truly makes use of the flight Sin 
prograi much more enjoyable. The stick, sith throttle and 
flaps as sell as the aileron and elevator control, bad a nes 
feature added through the driver - an additional ability to 
change the vies left, rather than use the keyboard. 

If there sas any disappointment, It sas that drivers for 
other prograis hare been put on hold because Hicrocube has 
been busy making tbe sticks for both the ST and Amiga. 


Steve fishbein 


ir YOU NAVE ANY GUC3TI0N3, CONTACT; 

PRESIDENT! JEFF CLEVELAND 851-5918 
8-BIT VP ! SHANNON HENDRIX 851-4248 
16-BIT VP ! HARIA CAMPBELL 596-5179 
TREASURER; MIKE FAZZI 838-5688 
EDITOR ! JOE CULLEN 838-5326 
ASSISTANT: LINDA MARKS 766-8454 


PACE MEETS AT GLORIA PEI SCHOOL, CORREA OF FOX HILL 
ROAD AND ULLOH OAKS BLUD., HAMPTON, OA. (CETINGS 
ARE THE 1ST AND 3RD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH AT 6:00 PM. 
HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU SOON. 


IJDE CULLEN EDITOR 
I Dili CHURCHILL TERRACE 
i HAMPTON, VA. 21BBB 
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